
Bruce Roter, “The Duck and the Kangaroo” (1983) 
 
“The Duck and the Kangaroo” is a comic song setting the poem of the same name by Edward Lear, 
imagining an extended dialogue between the two animals. 
 
Bruce Craig Roter grew up in Hauppauge, Long Island. His earliest compositions were chamber 
works written for family gatherings. Formal studies began at the Juilliard School’s preparatory 
division where Roter studied composition with Craig Shuller and music theory with Bruce 
Adolphe. Roter continued his education at the Eastman School of Music studying composition 
with Joseph Schwantner and Samuel Adler and orchestration with Christopher Rouse. Roter 
received a B.M. from Eastman (1984), a M.A. from Yale University (1985), and a Ph.D. in 
Composition/Music Theory from Rutgers University (1992). Read more at brucerotermusic.com. 
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